Hospital mergers: legal and personal implications for emergency physicians.
In east central Illinois over the last three years, three hospitals in which the authors were contracted as emergency physicians have been in various stages of merger with nearby hospitals. In all, six hospitals will be merged into three "medical centers." This is a basis of experience to be shared with other emergency physicians, as consolidation of health care facilities seems to be a wave of the future due to financial constraints of the health care setting. Lessons to be learned from these experiences involve many issues, including work contract, malpractice insurance payment, physician and nurse staffing, and public information problems.